THE 


O F 
** Edward Bufhel, John Hammond, Charles Milſon and Jobs Baily, C'tizens and 


, Free-Men of London, (tated, and humbly prelenced ro the Honourable 


HOUSE oft COM MONS Allemb'ed in 


ARLIAMENT. 


Hat they with Eight others, being Empannelled and Sworn of a Fury, for tryal of diyers 
Perſons indicted tor leveral Criminal and Capital Offences, at the Seflions of the _— 
forthe Goal-Delivery, held at the 0/4- Bavly for the laid City, in Anguſt, 14670, before $r. 


b \ $aruvel Starling, then Logd Mayor of Londen, and Sr. Fohn Howe! Serjcant at Law, Recorder, and 


4 
6 


other Juſtices there, were (amongſt orlier Prifoncrs) charged with H45{1am Penn, and Willians Mead, 

And the ſaid Fury having heard and confidered the Evidence againſt the laid Pery and Mead, 
tould not find them Guilty of che Indiftment z thereupon they were threatned and menaced by 
the ſaid Mayor and Recorder 10 be Carted, and Marks to be lect upon them, to have their T hroxts 
and Noſes cur, and be ſhut up clole Priltoners, and ſtarved io Death, unlets they would comply : 
The Recorder adding thereunto, that he highly applauded che prudence& pollicy of Spain in erecting 
the Inquiſition, and that it would never be well in Enzland, till foine fuch courle were taken here. 

Purſuant to which Threats, the Fury by their Order were preſently ſhut up, with expreſs Com 
mand chey ſhould neither have Meat, Drink, Vire nor Candles, which was obſerved to that Extre- 
mity, that they continued un this [inpriſonument , Saturday, Sunday, and Munday, the laid M 4y or and 
Recorder adjurning the Court from day to day, juppoling, that the Fury 11 time, rather then endure 
ſuch heavy preſſures, would {orce their Confiicnces and « omply with them. 

But all this Illegal and Barbarous Uſage proving in- cfteCtual , alter the laid Fary had with unani- 
mous Conſent brought in their Verdict, finding the faul Priſoners not Guilty, which Verdict not- 
withſtanding the {aid Court did accept and Record, yet the laid Lord Mayor and Recorder fined 
every of the Fury Men forty Marks apicce,and committed them Priſoners to New-Gare till Paymeut 
(of whom eight paid their fines and were ſoon diſcharged. ) 

And the ſaid four Furors being Mer lants and Irades- Men ol London, alter they had beat kept 
cloſe Priſoners about three Months, to their very great Dammage, rather then 10 betray the Li- 
berties of the Country, were jnforced to their extraordinary Charge to ſuc out their Habeas Corpus 
in the Court of Common-Pleas, which Court upon Return of the C aules vt Commitment, and alter 
ſeveral Arguments as well there, as before all the Judges of Eng/and,contulted in this Matter,occati- 
oned by the great Oppoſition of the laid Lord Mayor and Recorder, did relolve and declare according 
tothe unanimous Opinion of all the ſaid Judges, that they, the (aid four Furors, Wcrce illegally 


' impriſoned and unjuſtly fined; and thereupon diſcharged them from their Impriſonments and Fines. 


All which unjuſtifiable Proccedings by the ſaid Lord Mayor and Recorder were done alter, aud 
in Contempt of that memorable Votre of this honourable Fonſe of Commons, made in the Calc of 
the late Lord chict Juſtice Keel1»e, the 13th December, 1667. declaring, that the Preledents and 
and Practice of Fining or Impriſoning Jurors tor Verditts was [legal. | 

And for that they, the ſaid four Furors do humbly apprehend ic may be of dangerous Conſequence 
for any inferiour Judicature, who are only todeclare the Law made, to aflume to themſelves an 
arbitrary Power of nnovating and altcring the (ſame, elpecially, when it doth trend tothe Viola- 
tion and Overthrow of the anticnt and fundamental Laws of the Land, conliſtiog in nothing more 
then in the Liberty the Subjets have in rhe Freedom of Tryals by their Peers. And foralinuch 
as the ſaid Turors have nor only beenpreat Sufferers in their Perions aid Eſtates by the laid arbi- 
trary andillegal Imprifoument, bur chey do allo humbly conceive it hatch been and ſtill is of very 
evil Conſequence to the Lives, Liberties and Eſtates of his Majeſties Subjects ; for ſuch Perſons 
(who have ated thus arbitrarily, dire&ly contrary to aud in Defiance of, not only the Laws of the 
Land ; bur allo of the fore-ſaid Vores of the Houſe of Commons) to be ſtill continued in Places oft 
{0 great Truſt and Aurhoricy, as Recorder, Juſtices of Peace and Aldermen of the City of London, 
tOrhe great Terror and Diſcouragement of all Furors in the Pertormance of cheir Dury. And 
foraſmuch, ai they the ſaid Jurors arc diſcouraged by their Countel to ſeek Remedy or vatis/action 
n the Courts of Weſtminſter- Hall for thele (0 preatt) ppreſlions, the Reaſon allcadged, tor that all the 
laid Ads WEre done by the {aid Mayor and Recorder in a Court ol Judicature, avainkl which ng 
AQion can be brought : So that they are like £5 be left remidilels, unlels relieved by this Honoura-, 
ble Haaſe, unto whoſe Protection they do molt humbly fly, aud beleech cheir Juſtice tor their 


Relief 
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